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Well time is certainly flying and we were blessed with a first quarter with lots of holidays and 
potential long weekends. We have been extremely busy and just completed a 2 convoy sojourn to 
the stunning Shingwedzi 4x4 Eco Trail (over two different weeks) in Mozambique. Stunning. But 
more of that in the next issue. However, it is a must do trail / experience. 
 
Did you do your part for Earth Hour 2010. Well, these things seem to get to our kids (thank 
goodness for that, as they are the future generations of Mother Earth!), and we had ours 
switching off everything in the house, with a black out that extended for, well...lets be truthful, only 
45 minutes. It was a great phenomenon across the globe and great to observe 
 
During March I was fortunate to lead a group of members to a new, stunning 4x4 venue in KZN, 
managed on the Dunblane Estate. The ultimate aim was to drive the Donkeys Pass, which is on 
their premises. It was at a very short notice that the host realised we were towing offroad trailers 
and caravans and advised us to take an alternative route from the Free State, which was a great 
4x4 excursion in itself. Want their contact details, send me an email. Well, we have been there, 
done that and going again. Checkout our web site for pictures of this weekend. 
 
Early in March, we also travelled down to the Geluksberg area of of the Free State, where one of 
our guides, Johan Ungerer, took us on a weekend of 9 passes. What an experience. We need to 
travel these back roads more often. There is an article later in the newsletter on these passes and 
the weekend as a whole. The Ungerersô are now planning the next weekend event for the 
Mpumalanga area, as most passes in SA, carry some historic value and we need to recognise 
and explore them. 
 
The March 2010 Enthusiasts Meeting was a whopping success, with over 22o people in 
attendance. Echo 4x4ôs stunning venue was jam packed, and the turn out was nothing but 
excellent. We had great speakers and the prizes in the raffle were of great value. Look out for the 
May event, it should be advertised soon. 
 
After the successful completion of another GPS and First Aid Level 1 course, we will be hosting 
another GPS Course, a brand new MAP READING course and the ever popular Fire Fighting for 
Campers courses during May ï so you have advance notice. The Fire Fighting course is split in 2, 
with a special focus on the younger children, who seem to remember this stuff better than us 
toppies! Interested, watch for the pending email invites. 
 
As stated in the last newsletter, this book fever has really bittem me, and I finished another 2 
stunning books this last period. HOKOYO ï Silent Spoors & Parting Blades by Julie Anne M 
Edwards documents her plight for the Rhinoôs in Zimbabwe and a bicycle journey to raise funds, 
from the UK to Zim, and everything in between. Absolutely stunning. 
 
Then the next book ñThe ELEPHANTS and Iò by Sharon Pincott, and Aussie who gave up a high 
flying IT job and income in Australia, to go and live in Zimbabwe and ólook afterô the Presedential 
Elephants, in the Hwange area. Stunning reads, both books indeed. 
 
For the kids, my son strongly recommends When Hippo was Hairy and Zebraôs Stripes and other 
animal tales (Struik). He bought 2 new books and finished one from the border of Mozambique all 



the way home! These folklore books are excellent reads for the kids around the camp fire. 
 
Well while we were away in the dense bush of the Mozambique Transfrontier Park, South Africa 
had an interesting week ranging from the death of the leader of the AWB, to the antics of the 
ANCYL leader. How great it was to have NO comms with the outside world, and not have to 
witness these daily tragedies, but no sooner we returned, did the TV and papers swamp us with 
reality...If we could only..... 
 
Our club again crosses the borders in April, with a stunning trip to Hwange National Park in 
Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe is a must do venue, and more plans are afoot to venture north in the forth 
coming periods. Be sure you place it on your to-do list. But first, tick off reading your favourite e-
Zine from that list now.... 
 
I have vowed to my members that 2011 will be the Year of SA. We will do our long hauls 
locally.We will explore the Western Cape, the Northern Cape, the Wild Coast, the hills of KZN, 
the eastern / southern Cape Area and such likes. We have so much on offer here, so lets go and 
get it. Unfortunately our plans for our 2011 Kilimanjaro excursion has fallen flat due to a few valid 
reasons, so instead, we have started to plan our 2013 month long excursion to the Serengeti and 
surrounds. This time, we will go in a different season, we will take longer to get there, we will chill 
and experience it for longer, and catch some sights on the way. Once again we will take a good 
leader with us to get us through the obstructive parts. The clan is keen indeed. 
 
We are going to have to get used to this 2010 football thing as the time creeps closer. Man, can I 
hear those vuvuôs blasting in my ears. But we as South Africans must be proud of the fact that we 
have such a worldly recognised event in our beautiful country. I will attend a game, as the óbeen 
there, did thatô list must be ticked off. Itôs not all that bad hey! 
We launched our Serengeti DVD of our 2009 trip to our members recently. Man did it bring a 
lump in the old throat. Its just such a blessing to be able to travel Africa indeed. We often assist 
people realise these dreams with advise, facts, equipment and such more. 
 
In the world of the cross border 4x4er, we still see confusion re the state of new measures being 
introduced in Botswana and Namibia. Nevertheless, we will still travel. The 4WD Guides 
Association has its AGM in Cape Town this month, and hopefully a strong team to tackle the 
required Unit Standard completion will now be elected from across the country, as it needs to get 
a move on. The first 3-4 training providers in the Driver Competency Certificate arena are now 
registered, available legally and addressing the needs of our people out there. Training can take 
place just about anywhere in the country now by at least 1 service provider, so from now on, do it 
properly and get with the new program. Confused by the market messages ï indeed, as ñelke Jan 
Rap en Sy Maatò is advocating this. Best it to check the TETA website I am afraid. Avoid wasting 
your money. 
 
Well, for Valentines we took 23 families to a bush like caravan lodge in Bela Bela, and treated our 
ladies (albeit via the means of a competition amongst the men), to a lovely seafood starter and 
main meal under the Bushveld stars. You wonôt believe the outcome. These guys are superb. 
Three 4x4 trails were driven this month, and some First Aid training undertaken. We also 
sincerely enjoyed the Beeld Show and the start event of the Bridgestone SA Fundi 4x4 
Challenge, where our club pulled off a 9

th
 and 5

th
 place respectively. Check the latest editions of 

the SA 4x4 to follow the competition results and write-ups. 
 

 
 
 

Valentines Weekend 
was a blast for all 
involved . 



 

 
 

 
 
 
The 2010 4x4 Offroad Adventure Club Guide Planning Weekend was held at the Koro Koro Safari 
Lodge outside Bela Bela ï a beautifully laid out and clean bush camp facility. The experienced 
guides and new wannabe guides started arriving on Friday afternoon and set up camp, 23 
families in total. It was wonderful to have the whole camp to ourselves. Friendships were 
rekindled after the December break. We started our planning and discussion sessions early-ish 
on Saturday morning with theory on the practical side of guiding within the club. Cupcakes were 
served at tea time by a memberôs wife for his birthday. 
 
Our normally organized, fearless leader left some paperwork behind but that didnôt mean a free 
session. It was extremely hot and we sat under the shade of beautiful bushveld large trees and 
continued our sessions. A quick break for lunch meant the opportunity for a swim to try cool off. 



Soon we were back under the trees for informative demonstrations on tyres (given by Alex Smit), 
tyre repairs (Greg van der Reis) winching (Peet Koekemoer), recovery and useful guides gear 
(Alan Goodway) and camp site fire fighting (Frans Glanvill). We discussed the difficulties that may 
occur when Botswana brings in new tour guide legislation. We are fortunate in our club to have 
well connected people who are able to offer solutions to some of these problems. We ended the 
dayôs ñworkò and before long were all in the pool. The kids had a wonderful time, switching 
between the warm and cold pools, riding bicycles, playing pool and enjoying the campôs 
playground. The bar ice cream and cool drink business sky rocketed while moms and dads 
attended lectures. 
 
It was wonderful to have Greg van der Reis with us for the weekend ï Greg is the owner of the 
Cape Town based 4x4 Off-road Adventure Club. He shared his knowledge and experience on 
how to use a high lift jack with us ï a non-cooperative jack at that, so we even learnt how to jack 
down a vehicle when the jack fails. A skottle brunch and a leisurely packup saw the weekend 
draw to a close. Finally everybody had left. A great weekend and good ground work laid for an 
exciting year ahead. 
 

 

 

 
 

The Club Guide & 
Planning Weekend was a 
great success and start 
to 2010 . We boast with 
almost 33 guides in our 
club who are qualified.  

 
This year, the clubôs annual kick-off braai and Get Together was held at Rhino Park, home of the 
McCarthy 4x4 Club. This venue was chosen for its excellent facilities, 4x4 track and their huge 
lapa, should the heavens open. With more than anticipated interest in the 4x4 track, two groups 
were formed, with the first group leaving the clubhouse at 8:30 and the second an hour later, at 
9:30. Both these groups were led by an experienced McCarthy Club guide. Due to the heavy 
rains the area had the week before; the track leading up to the mountain was muddy and 
extremely slippery, with a vehicle recovery just as the track started. Once past the slippery clay 
track, it was up the mountain. Even getting up some of the rocky sections was quite tricky, as the 
rocks were still wet and traction on the bigger rock surfaces was almost non-existent. 
 



The McCarthy guides had safety as their number one priority and some obstacles were given a 
miss due to the conditions. This did however not mean that the track was at all easy and some 
sections called for serious concentration and careful guiding. Once on top, everyone turned 
around on a steep flat rock surface and we started to head back. Getting down the mountain also 
held its own challenges and some sections were truly ñas slow as possible ï as fast as 
necessaryò. With all the vehicles safely down the mountain, the first group had some time to 
spare and was led to theò sand-pitò; a sandy, muddy area usually used for training, before they 
too headed for the lapa at the club house. 
 
Once the two 4x4 groups arrived at the lapa, the fires were already lit and some good social was 
held by all. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Annual Kick Off 
Braai is always well 
supported and Rhino 
4x4 Track from the 
McCarthyõs Club is 
becoming a favourite 
venue for this.  



 
 
 
Our Annual Awards Evening recognizes our efforts during the previous 4x4 year, viz. 2009. It is a 
prestigious event and recognizes various categories of membership and participation. 
Congratulations to all award winners. They were: 
1. Bridgestone Ambassador Award 2009 ï Alan Goodway 
2. Vendor Support Appreciation Awards ï  awarded to Griesel Nel Auditors & Accountants, 
Kempton Caravans, Honeydew Toyota, Golden Pipit, Escape Gear, KJ Boltons & Boltons GPS 
Warehouse, Echo 4x4, Piet van Jaarsveld, Phillip Viljoen Brokers, Bridgestone SA & Cross 
Country 
3. 40% and above Participation & Attendance Awards ï Families Black, Collinge, vd Merwe Kim, 
vd Merwe K, Wilshire, Jarvis, Swanepoel Johan, Pistorius, Greengrass, 
Glanvill, vd Westhuizen, Goodway 
4. 5 Year Membership Awards ï Families Romijn, Odendaal, Snyders 
5. Big 5 Awards ïFamilies ï Snyders, Koekemoer, de Vries, Skeggs, Owen, vd Westhuizen 
6. Driving Team of the Year 2009 ï Bridgestone Fundi 4x4 Challenge ï Philip Viljoen Trophy ï 
Allan & Louise McCormack 
7. Guide of the Year 2009 ï Bridgestone SA Floating Trophy ï Nigel Wilshire 
8. Enthusiast Family of the Year 2009 ï Boltons GPS Floating Trophy ï Swanepoel (Johan, Mary 
& Kids) Family 
9. 4x4 OAC Support Award 2009 ï Griesel Nel Auditors & Accountants Floating Trophy ï Black 
(Neville & Helen) Family 
10. Member Family of the Year ï Cross Country Floating Trophy ï Nigel & Denise Wilshire 
 
The members are already fighting hard to qualify for these awards for 2010! Keep it up. 

 

 

 

Recognition of 
support is key to our 
members  and our 
sponsors and 
supporters alike . Here 
some of the prize 
winners receive their 
spoils.  



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
We once again drove the well known Serendipity 4x4 Eco Trail.  After meeting bright and early at 
the Total Petroport on the N1 we headed North to Serendipity. On arrival both groups were 
welcomed by Alan and the Owner and briefed of the days events.  For those that were new to the 
trail, it promised to be a fantastic outride!  Group one immediately headed out and over the hills 
into the adjacent valley where reports indicated that a ball was had by all.  Group two headed for 
the river bed first, which aided in opening the gap between the two groups on the main trail. 
 
Thanks to the guides who walked the numerous river crossings first to ensure that the correct 
lines were driven ensured that there were no flooded cars.  The group then proceeded up the 
mountain and over into the adjacent valleys.  Some technical rocky driving was experienced by all 
ï again, under the professional guidance of Alan, the correct lines were driven which futher 
served as a confidence booster to all the drivers and their passengers. 
 
The weather turned out to be fantastic without any rain!  A picnic stop en route at the dam was 
enjoyed by all.  Most of the kids took the opportunity to gladly slip into their costumes and make 
their way into the water.  After lunch it was back onto the trail where beautiful views into the 
distance were visible.  Amazing to believe that so  many years ago in the days of Oom Paul 
Kruger, that this part of the country was used to banish the outcasts to.  The odd Zebra were also 
spotted along the trail. 
 
To those of you that still need to experience the beauty of the Serendipity Eco trail, be sure to be 
quick off the mark when the next booking notice goes out.  You need to experience this one 
yourself to capture its true beauty! 

 

 

 

Serendipity remains a 
firm favourite to 
drive, and must be on 
all 4x4ers annual 
calendar indeed, 
come rain or shine. It 
is especially great in 
the wet season, due 
to the possibility  of 
driving in the rivers.  



 
 

 

 
 
 
The club also visited Berakah 4x4 during this period. We filled in the necessary forms, lowered 
tyre pressures, had a briefing and headed out onto the trail. The first obstacle, the pole bridge 
collapsed as the Defender drove onto it. We reversed off it and headed around to the rest of the 
track which was unusually muddy. Part of the trail was waterlogged and we were asked not to 
proceed on that part of the route as it would cause damage to a rather sensitive area. 
 
We had an uneventful drive to the lunch stop at around 11h30. Lunch was eaten. There was a fair 
amount of socializing and banter for around 45 min. We then headed out onto the more difficult 
part of the trail, with the very long and tricky rocky climb and The Mine Shaft, which was 
negotiated without any incidents. 
 
Then we carried on through the bush trails with a few more rocky tracks before heading back to 
the starting point. We all gathered around for a bit more socializing whilst we inflated our tyres, 
before saying our good-byes and heading home.  
 

 Berakah 4x4 is not for 



 

 
 

 

 
 

the faint hearted, 
especially the Mine 
Shaft section. Some 
broken pole bridges 
also gave us grief 
during the excursion.  

 
We have completed some exciting ventures since the above activities, and will report on these in 
the next ediotion at month end, so watch this space. In the mean time, be safe. 
 
4x4 Regards 
Alan Goodway 
 

 


