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Heading: Happy Happy!

Well it is that time of the year again when we wish everybody all of the best for another
challenging year, so HAPPY HAPPY!, and boy are we relieved that 2009 is GONE! VERBY!
KLAAR! Yes, it was a stressful year on many accounts, but we added to that stress by venturing
into many unknown places, exploring our wonderful continent. Now, what does 2010 hold for us.
Everybody shouts i SOCCER WORLD CUP! In the 4x4 industry | hear everyone shout i LEAVE
THE COUNTRY!!! Well, whatever turns you on, make the right choice and enjoy. Best wishes for
the upcoming year however!

We had a good year last year, and as | sit here summing up and finalizing our awards and
achievements for 2009, as we prepare for our annual awards dinner, | am certainly proud of what
we as a club achieved and what our members achieved, given the circumstances in the economy
during 2009. For 2010 | am absolutely blown by our membership base, as we have already filled
5 long haul tours, and when | release the mid year tour later this month, | am also guaranteed that
we will fill it pronto. This excludes cross border jaunts like Swaziland and Lesotho which | have
not yet planned.

However, before we venture into the future, lets look at what we did in the final quarter of last
year.

The 2009 Bridgestone SA 4x4 Fundi Challenge competition was finally over after the last event
held across Gauteng. It was in the form of a night GPS challenge, and was it a challenge indeed.
After a tight competition this year, Andre & Yvonne de Villiers from the Safari Centre Club took
the final honours, and with that they won 2 Echo 3 Trailer / Rooftent combinations. Prizes to the
value of approxi mately R15énterth@for. Thed2010 Somnpetitionshasd
already opened for registration, and more details can be found on www.bridgestone.co.za

The ultimate prize of of
2 Echo Trailers was won
by Andre & Yvonne de
Villiers of the Safari
Centre Club Team.
Entries are open for the
2010 series.



http://www.bridgestone.co.za/

www.4x4offroadclub.co.za

We had a huge success with our Outdoor and Offroad Enthusiasts Meetings in 2009, and the last
2 events held were better than ever before. The last event held at Kempton Caravans in Bedelia
during November drew a crowd of over 180 people, who enjoyed the fine spread laid on by the
Kempton Caravans Team, as well as very interesting and enjoyable speakers. This run of events
will continue during 2010, with possible diversification in some areas. Be sure you enlist to the
mailing database which gets you your regular invites. Email 4x4offroad@mweb.co.za

The Outd oor and
Offroad Enthusiasts
meetings are great
networking

opportunity, as well as
a good platform to learn
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about new products,
places and events in the
market .

The launch of the first Bush Mechanics Course (2 were held at year end), were a huge success.
Both courses were fully subscribed, as the importance of knowing a bit more about your vehicle
and the potential failure points, is key to any offroader. It could also assist you in managing your
insurance claims, and your vehicle as a whole while out in the bush. We will certainly return in
2010 with more of these courses. The topics covered are key, however with the latest technology
shipping with the vehicles nowadays, in some cases calling for help is the best option, unless you
have an electronic engineering degree, and computer programmable assistance devices.
However, this course will teach you many a fine tip to assist in a bush emergency.

Candidates inspect
the under carriage of
a Land Cruiser whilst
discussing the
practical implications
of the theoretical
knowledge gleaned on
the Bush Mechanics
Course
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The year could not be ended without still completing two 4x4 trails. The first trail we ventured out
to was a venue previously used for the Bridgestone Challenge event. It is the Valsrivier 4x4 Trail
in Kroonstad (about 20kms outside on the Welkom / Virginia Road). The club ventured down with
two convoys for the weekend, as the vast expanse, facilities and amenities of the venue, allow for
this. The campsite has lawns, electricity and good ablutions. A large lapa area facilitated the
socializing while the heavens opened up above us.

On the Saturday the one convoy headed for the river route whilst the second group headed for
the demarcated (4 different gradings), 4x4 trial route in the large donga area elsewhere on the
form. The routes vary from level 1 to level 5, and thank goodness it was reasonably dry under
foot (tyre!), else there could have been more sports than there was on the day. After a good lunch
under some shady trees, the groups swopped and tackled the new sections. Great fun was had
by all.

The venue also has over 300km of quad bike trails, which DO NOT mix with the 4x4 routes.

After finishing the trails under the guidance of the qualified guides, the groups congregated at the
local glider club facility elsewhere on the farm, where the use the flat land for runways. Much to
the delight of some, for only R150, you could experience the adrenalin rush and go for a flip.
Many did this, and the excitement was great. One of the daughters of a member family was lucky
to go out with a young experienced pilot, who obviously wanted to impress, caught a huge
thermal and then ended up doing loop de loops with her i what a rush!

| Many features are
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available on this
expansive 4x4 facility
to be found in
Kroonstad. Members
have fun with the
obstacles, and more
fun wit h the gliders at
the end of a long day.
The facilities are
superb at this venue.
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The club finally went to drive the Tau 4x4 route in Krugersdorp Game Reserve under the
management of Jannie Reykaart. This is an amazing experience as it does not merely focus on a
4x4 track / trail experience, but brings in historic, cultural, nature and social elements, with the
bonus being the lion feed experience in the lion camp. The trail also drives in areas where no
public may venture, so is somewhat exclusive.

It was during this trail that | got to experience and drive the new Pajero Sport, and | must say |
was suitably impressed. It conquered everything that was thrown at it, and more. River, mud,
rock, clims, descents et al. And it really has some nice features on board too. | really liked this
experience indeed.

After the final session of track driving, we headed off to the Caravan Park area, where the day
was concluded with a great Braai by the members in attendance.

The Tau 4x4 trail is a
must do experience
close to Gauteng, and
a fun family
orientated

exper ience, rather
than a bundu bash
4x4 trail. We will be
back.

www.4xdoffroadelub.co.za
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Ja ja, so | lied. With a free day on a weekend here in mid December, guess what. Yes, we went
and drove another 4x4 trail. This time we finally squeezed in the time to venture out to the
Heidelberg 4x4 Training Facility down south, and was pleasantly surprised at what was found.
Although not a lengthy trail, the rocky loop certainly keeps a convoy busy for a while, and with the
two | arge quarry sections, 0 n e aganrendedl off g greqtidayl
with a braai, with some members driving out for the day to join us in our last social of the year.

Dondt expec
hours of driving at




the Heidelberg 4x4
Track, but it offers a
great alternative
good braai area and a
new facility for those
who want to make

the effort and visit.

My family and | with a fellow club family, ventured down to Knysna again for our annual break.
Apart from sun, sea, fish, boat, swim, eat and drink, we also managed to squeeze in two 4x4
activities. The first one was the famous Knysna Forest Trail, which | reported on earlier in these
journal entries. The second one was not a trail as such, but we ventured into the Swartberg and
drove the legendary route into Die Hel. Awesome indeed. The heat in the valley was sapping, but
the final rendezvous at the Cape Nature offices was fulfilling. The pass is certainly scary at times,

and much concentration was required at all times!

Die Hel da worthy
and fulfilling place to
visit in the
Oudtshoorn / Prins
Albert area in the
Southern Cape.




