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After reporting back at the end of July about our stunning Serengeti trip, time has flow so fast,
that | have struggled to complete this diary. After another stunning weekend away, | arrived home
enthused to complete this update to share what has happened over the last 3 months in our
outdoor lives. But again, time is flying. Soon it will be Christmas, and there is still so much to do.

Well let us venture into the past three months of exciting happenings. Shortly after our return from
the Serengeti, | was faced with the task of doing my next press event for the Bridgestone Fundi
4x4 Challenge. This is a great event staged across several provinces, allowing the clubs and
laymen (and woman) as such to participate in an exciting skills event, with great prizes at stake.
Well during August, the event moved to the North West Province and the town of Lichtenburg. A
tight, demanding course was layed out for the competitors.

At the end of the day, the dust settled across the old diamond diggings, the sun
started to set in the East, and the braai fire smoke lulled everybody back into a
sense of reality. This was a tough day. Almost as tough as back then when a
pick and shovel was the main ingredient for extracting potential wealth from the
earth. But today was a day that the rough diamonds would surface, and the well
polished carats would have to succumb to a lesser position. This would put
pressure on the final event focus for one and all, especially for those at the top
of the log.

But there could only be one winner on the day, and that duly went to the
Gelandewagen team of Graham Jupp and Piet Odendaal. They have been
serious challengers the whole year, but silly mistakes kept them from the
honours. However, today, they polished their performance and set themselves
aside from the dust and lesser carats. Hot on their heels was another sterling
performance by the husband / wife team of Robert and Leehein Hale in their
impressive Isuzu Trooper. Third place went to Sakkie Coetzee and Marius
Bonthuys, ever impressive in their short wheel based Isuzu Frontier.

Competitors fight it out on the
day, trying to achieve maximum
points for the final tally, as 2 x
Echo 3 Offroad Tr ailers are the
ultimate prize.







We also once again held our very popular 1 |

Mr. GPS SA, Kevin Bolton for the high class tuition and practicals which are included in this

course. These courses are extremely well attended, and | present 3-4 of them annually, with

Kevin at the helm. The next course is in November, so if you are interested, give me a shout at

4x4offroad@mweb.co.za Whi | st on t he t opindeed a $ad day Bh@rs Garmint
announced the retirement of the very popular 4x4 GPS, the GPS Map 276C. It was the rolls

Royce, used by most of us in the industry, and the stated replacement is not so great neither!

Also, remember, INSURE your GPS, asitisa vi t al part of your of

policies cover these devices if specified. The way prices are going, you must make sure you are

adequately covered.

During August we also visited the famous Berakah 4x4 Trail, where skills are certainly sharpened
by the terrain and drive on offer. It is one of our favourite trails in SA, and a must do. While for
most, it was a first visit to Berakah, others recalled the 14 km consisting of open savannah,
bushveld, riverbeds, mud, water, hill climbs and scenic mountains, with some trepidation. On
arrival at Berakah we were greeted with coffee and shortly after the briefing we set off to the first
obstacle.

At the first steep decent at Raggedy Rush everybody passed, with one or two vehicles stalling on
the way down, ensuring some brows dripping with sweat i not necessarily those of the drivers but
rather the passengers! Nextwas El ep hant Hi | | wi t h i t svhich ad sogme
of us worried, particular the blind turn to the right when starting the down hill.

The rest of the normal route went down without any second attempts or damage to the vehicles.
Then the dreaded turn off to the cir culThegroup
did not hesitate to drive up the steep embankment and with careful driving and guidance the
group made it to the top. But as the saying
one needs to tr ans vEls oey road s sldpediatnar angléhad dppraximately
38 degrees and consists of various axle twisters, a sharp turn, and loose rocks going up the slope
on the other side. Getting out of the car to take a breath of fresh air, a valley filled with trees
greeted one. The perfect recipe for good, clean adrenalin filled fun. Everybody made it down in
one piece, shaken not stirred for the novices!

Yes, this remains a grerat outing, and the facilities and the price for the trail (and camping) is
reasonable and its quiet close to home too.

Berakah 4x4 Trail off ers a variety
of challenges from mud, water,

log bridges, ascents, descents,
rock work and much more. The
stunning 4x4 venue is a favourite
among Gautengers.
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